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A case of type C liver cirrhosis and hepatocellular
carcinoma with pyogenic spondylitis and iliopsoas abscess.

Takuhiro UGAJIN'’, Hiroyuki MIYATANI'’, Kazuo SAITA?,
Yuhki IJIMA 2’ and Yukio YOSHIDA "’

Abstract

An 80 year old man with type C liver cirrhosis presented with a high grade fever and lumbago. He was
suspected of having sepsis and admitted to the hospital. Citrobacter diversus was cultured from the blood.
Laboratory tests were consistent with pre-septic DIC. An MRI was performed to identify the origin of
lumbago and infection. Consequently he was diagnosed as having pyogenic spondylitis and an iliopsoas
abscess. The patient was started on intravenous antibiotics but responded inadequately. Thorough ante-
rior debridement was performed because low grade fever with a positive CRP (6mg/dl) continued. Liver
cirrhosis is an immunocompromising disease and a risk factor for spinal osteomyelitis. We must be aware

of pyogenic spondylitis in the clinical practice of chronic liver diseases.

1) Division of Gastroenterology and hepatology
2) Division of Orthopedic surgery, Saitama Medical Center, Jichi Medical University
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