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Fig. 1 Clinical course
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Imatinib mesylate therapy in patients aged
over 80 years with chronic myeloid leukemia

Tomohiro Matsuyama 120" Takahisa Gono®’

Abstract

The efficacy and safety of the imatinib mesylate therapy in elderly patients with chronic myeloid leuke-
mia (CML) are unknown. We report here three patients with CML over 80 years of age who have been
treated with imatinib mesylate. Two of the three patients achieved complete cytogenetic responses and
one of the three had a minor cytogenetic response. However, all three patients needed imatinib dose re-
ductions to 100-200 mg/d because of adverse events including edema and leukocytopenia.

(Key words: chronic myeloid leukemia, imatinib mesylate, very elderly patients)

1) Division of Hematology, Department of Medicine, Jichi Medical University
2) Department of Internal Medicine, National Hospital Organization Nagano National Hospital
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