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December 18, 2018
Honolulu, Hawaii

SimTiki is the Medical Simulation Center at the John A Burns Medical School, University of Hawaii, in
Honolulu, Hawaii. As the director at SimTiki | am honored to contribute a message for the Jichi
Medical University Simulation Center (JMSC) 2018 Annual report.

The growing number of healthcare simulation centers in Japan reflects an increasing number of
skilled educators and academic organizations with a deep understanding of how academic
simulation centers advance the quality of education and other academic missions. Jichi has always
played a unique role in Japanese academic medicine, in many ways including a primary mission to
improve rural healthcare services in Japan. The Jichi Medical Simulation Center has been open since
2008, indicating it’s early leadership role in advancing healthcare educational practices. The vision of
promoting academic excellence is exemplified by the commitment of more than 10 years to a center
dedicated to supporting and enabling a wide variety of educational activities with equipment,
faculty, and staff. JIMSC is well established and the vision of the founders is now well positioned to
participate in national educational reform. The readiness of an established simulation center
positions Jichi to contribute to the national efforts in establishing educational best practices and
standards for Japanese Medical School Curriculum reform. JMSC serves the University as a resource
to contribute on a national level not only in curriculum reform, but in significant advancements for
patient safety, educator and faculty skill training.

Dr. Kawahira and the JMSC team operate a center with an established foundation of excellence in
educational methods, and a leadership position in Japanese Medical education. | am proud to be
affiliated and to have the opportunity to contribute this message honoring and the vision and work
of the dedicated leaders and staff at JMSC.

Ty S

Benjamin W Berg MD
Professor of Medicine
Director SimTiki Simulation Center
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Alan Kawarai Lefor
MD MPH PhD FACS

Medical Director, JMU Medical Simulation Center

I am very pleased to serve as the Medical Director of the JMU Medical
Simulation Center. In addition, I use the Simulation Center throughout the year
for teaching students in Surgery BSL, with a number of simulation environments.
In addition, [ am a Professor in the Department of Surgery as well as in the Center
for Graduate Medical Education.

The JMU Medical Simulation Center has had a remarkable phase of growth
since its inception. Not only did the JMU Medical Simulation Center grow
physically with expansion to two floors of the Kinentou Building and acquisition
of a vast array of simulators and equipment, but the use of the Simulation Center
has expanded greatly in the School of Medicine and the School of Nursing.

The JMU Medical Simulation Center now enters a new phase under the
leadership of Professor Kawahira who brings with him vast experience as a
clinician as well as in many areas of simulation education and engineering. There
are a number of exciting initiatives now underway to expand the use of the
Medical Simulation to other parts of the curriculum at JMU. These changes are
happening at an exciting time in the practice of medicine, as medical education
is sharpening the focus on patient safety as a core value. This is essential to
provide optimal care. One of the best ways to integrate patient safety in
education is through more extensive use of simulation. The JMU Medical
Simulation Center will have an increased presence in education throughout JMU
to improve education and ultimately to benefit our patients.
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