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Examination of factors that affect outpatient unit price
evaluated from the perspective of medical treatment
functional role

Yuichi Numata

Abstract

Background: We previously reported that outpatient earnings were affected by the number of refer-
rals and the number of cases brought by ambulance, while an increase in the number of return patients
decreased outpatient earnings. The outpatient unit price, which affects outpatient earnings, was exam-
ined in the present study.

Methods: In the regression analysis, the dependent variable was outpatient unit price, and the inde-
pendent variables were total number of outpatients, first medical examination, brought by ambulance,
referral, new case, and the number of return outpatients. Next, the above variables were examined per
doctor.

Results: The strength of the relation to the outpatient unit price was in the following order: referral >
new > ambulance > first medical examination > return > total number of outpatients. The strength of
the relation between the number of patients and the outpatient unit price per doctor was in the following
order: referral > ambulance > new > first medical examination > number of return patients. However,
the outpatient unit price and the number of return patients were negatively correlated, and neither the
outpatient unit price nor the total number of outpatients was correlated.

Conclusion: The number of referred patients and the number of emergency patients per doctor were
strongly correlated to the outpatient unit price, and the number of return patients showed a negative ef-
fect on the outpatient unit price. Moreover, the total number of outpatients per doctor was not related to
the outpatient unit price.

Key words: medical functional role, outpatient unit price, referred patient, ambulance-borne patient,

return case.
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