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Consultation cases referred to the Division of Medical Zoology,
Jichi Medical University, from 2007 to 2010

Hiroyuki Matsuoka, Daisuke Yamamoto, Eri Hayakawa, Teruko Sugo,
Gen-ichiro Sano, Makoto Hirai, Shigeto Yoshida

Abstract

We accepted 95 consultation cases of medical zoological patients from January 2007 to December 2010.
Among them, 34 (35.8%) cases were from Jichi Medical University Hospital including Omiya Medical
Center, and 61 cases (64.2%) were from other hospitals and clinics. Twenty-seven cases were of parasitic
disease including 13 cases of diphyllobothriasis, 4 cases of malaria and 2 cases of Asian taeniasis, which
had never been previously reported in Japan. Ascariasis, which was among the top three causes for
consultation in the past, was not reported during this period. Nine cases were of medical entomological
concern, including tick bites, myiasis, and bed bug bites. In particular, we encountered a case of sand-
flea infestation, which is common in South Africa, but rare in Japan. We further examined glucose-6-
phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD) activity in 34 cases with malaria or hemolytic anemia. Although rare
in Japan, G6PD deficiency is the most frequent hereditary disease in the world; thus, if a newborn baby
delivered by a non-Japanese mother suffers from severe jaundice, G6PD activity in the red blood cells of
the baby should be examined.
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