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A case of corticosteroid-resistant bullous
pemphigoid associated with early gastric cancer
treated by endoscopic submucosal dissection

Ryuichi YOSHIDA, Tomoko YAMADA, Eri IIDA, Toshionobu NAKAMURA,

Masumi MASAKI, Naoka UMEMOTO, Katsuya ISHIKAWA, Manabu OHTA,

Yuichiro HIRATSUKA, Noriyoshi SAGIHARA*, Masatoshi IKEDA*, Maki KAKURAI,
Tae NARITA, Toshio DEMITSU

Abstract

A 77-year-old woman visited us with a 5-month history of bullous eruptions. She was diagnosed with
recalcitrant bullous pemphigoid by clinicopathological and immunological findings. During high-dose
corticosteroid therapy, endoscopic examination revealed early gastric cancer measuring over 2 cm in
diameter. She also had diabetes mellitus induced by the corticosteroids. The patient was treated with 2.75
mg a day betamethasone, and endoscopic submucosal dissection (ESD) was performed even though it
was out of indication according to the former guideline due to the tumor size. In a follow-up examination,
recurrent gastric cancer was found 1.5 years after the first ESD. ESD was performed again. There has
been no recurrence 2 years after the second ESD.

Although surgical treatment is generally avoided in cancer patients under high-dose corticosteroid
therapy due to the increased risks of infection and delayed wound healing, ESD is a good treatment
choice for early gastric cancer, especially in patients with bullous pemphigoid during the corticosteroid
therapy.

Key words: autoimmune bullous dermatosis, gastric cancer, endoscopic surgery, corticosteroids,
perioperative complication
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