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Clinical analysis of a patch test
using the Japanese standard allergen series
at Saitama Medical Center, Jich1 Medical University

Eri IIDA, Naoka UMEMOTO, Ryuichi YOSHIDA, Toshinobu NAKAMURA,
Yuichiro HIRATSUKA, Maki KAKURAI, Tomoko YAMADA, Toshio DEMITSU

Abstract

We performed screening patch tests using the Japanese standard allergen series at our department
between November 2008 and December 2010 for all suspected contact dermatitis cases where the
causative agent was difficult to identify. In addition, we investigated whether or not this patch test could
be used to elucidate the cause of disease in each case. A total of 16 out of 22 patients (72.7%) with
suspected contact dermatitis tested positive on one or more tests, and we were able to identify the
cause of disease in 5 out of 22 (22.7%) cases. We were able to identify the cause in 50% of cases (3 out
of 6) in which eruptions were limited to the face, as well as 10% of cases (1 out of 10) in which eruptions
were limited to the hands. This led to the conclusion that it is easier to determine the cause of contact
dermatitis of the face than of the hands by patch testing with the Japanese standard allergen series.
We believe that screening using this patch test will be beneficial for confirming the causative agents of
contact dermatitis, particularly that of the face.

Department of Dermatology, Jichi Medical University Saitama Medical Center





